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RAN HALLS

O0’Dea High's Nakean Wickliff gets sandwiched by teammates celebrating one of his two touchdowns in
O’'Dea’s 14-12 victory over Puyallup — extending the Irish’s regular-season win streak to 47 games.

O’Dea keeps streak intact

By DAN HIESTAND
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Bothell prevails in 20T thriller

Redmond falls short
in Kingco 4A tourney

By DAN HIESTAND

SPECIAL TO THE P

If at first you don't succeed, try
again.

Or in the case of the Bothell
Cougars, again. And again.

It took two overtimes, but the
Cougars eventually succeeded against
the Redmond Mustangs, earning a
hard-fought 57-54 win at Franklin
High School last night in the Kingco
4A boys’ basketball tournament.

The win not only avenged a hefty
loss to Redmond earlier this season, it
also helped to erase some of the
memories of Bothell's last-second
loss to Woodinville last season in the
Cougars’ first playoff game.

“It’s real nice to be the winner in
this type of situation,” said Bothell
guard Taylor Evans, who scored 11
points. “We expected to win this
game. Our goal is to win the Kingco
championship and to make it to state.
We need to keep focused on that, and
we took our first step tonight.”

Said Cougar forward Joel Jorgen-
sen, who also had 11 points, “We
played good defense, and that was
the key to our victory.”

While defense was an integral
component of the win, intangibles,
such as hustle, also played a part.

An example of that hustle came
with just under 16 seconds left in the
final overtime, when Jorgensen
found himself in a foot race with
Redmond’s Michael Brandt to track
down a loose ball at halfcourt after a
missed shot by the Mustangs.

Jorgensen was able to gain posi-
tion, and quickly gathered the ball. In
a burst of speed, the bulky forward
took it the rest of the floor and was
fouled hard by Brandt to earn a trip
to the free-throw line.

His first free throw bounced in to
give Bothell a 55-51 lead, and his
second rattled through to the delight
of the raucous Cougar fans.

“We had a feeling that we were
quicker than they were, and that we
could pressure them,” said Evans,
who helped to create several turn-
overs in the second half.’

However, Redmond was able to
respond with pressure of its own.

The resilient Mustangs came
back from a 10-point halftime deficit,
and recovered from a four-point
difference with 32 seconds left in
regulation to force overtime.

After inching their way back in
the fourth quarter, forward Andy
Sisco muscled in a missed shot to put
Redmond in front 40-39 with 2:11

remaining regulation.

That was the Mustangs’ first
advantage since a 2-0 lead.

The Mustangs sent the game to
overtime when guard Peter Lindquist
sent a 3-pointer screaming through
the net with 1:18 left to force a 43-43
tie.

“I've never been in a game like
that where we have it, and then we'd
give it back (the advantage), and then
we'd get it back again,” said Bothell
coach Ron Bollinger. “It was one of
those games.”

Brandt led the Mustangs in scor-
ing with 18 points, and Sisco added
nine points.

“The first half, we took control,
but we knew that Redmond was
going to come back because they are
a quality team,” said Bollinger.

FRANKLIN 62, EASTLAKE
46: In the nightcap on the Kingco
tourney, the homestanding Quaker-
stook care of business against the
Wolves.

Antjuan Davis led Franklin with
18 points, Alvin Snow added 15
points and Anthony Grant chipped in
with 13 points.

Chase Griffin led Eastlake with
17 points in a losing effort.

On Friday, Franklin will stay
home to play Bothell and Eastlake
will meet Redmond in a loser-out
contest.
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ctice at Seattle Memorial Stadium, once again the team’s home field

ISounders boast a younger look

Home-and-home 33
with Vancouver P oy 4
kicks off season y . SOUNDERS 2000

By DAN HIESTAND

AUGUST




